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Abstract

The indigenization of psychology in the
Arab world: An analytical study of creativity,
intelligence and giftedness research

The present study is an empirical investigation of indigenizing process
of psychology in the Arab world with respect to creativity, intelligence and
giftedness research. The study showed that there are many appeals for in-
digenization in many Western countries, however, there is a minor contribu-
tion in the Arab world in this trend. The concept of indigenization as well as
the analytical approach for measuring indigenization has been discussed.
The indigenization of psychology has been tested empirically with regard to
cultural sensitivity in (1) references, concepts, and rationales of the study
(2) methodology, sampling, and psychometric procedures (3) discussion of
results with regard to references, application of research, and indigenization
(4) cross-cultural studies, holistic perspective, and psychological critique.
50 studies published in regional (84%) and international journal (16%) con-
stituted the total sample of the study, including creativity (60%), in-
telligence (20%) and giftedness (20%). Empirical and theoretical studies
were 70% and 30%, respectively. The results showed that the general de-
gree of indigenization is very low with regard to cultural sensitivity, al-
though, there is a marked increase in sensitivity in studies published by
Arab psychologists both in international journals and studies published re-
gionally in the sciences allied to psychology. Four major strategies that fa-
cilitate the indigenization process of psychology in the Arab world are ad-
dressed.
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